
 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Transforming Lives Through the Good News of Jesus Christ” 
 

ARDMORE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Ardmore, Pennsylvania 

10:30 A.M., DECEMBER 4, 2022 
Second Sunday of Advent 
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We welcome you warmly to Ardmore Presbyterian Church where we strive to be faithful 
disciples of Jesus Christ. 
 
We are especially thankful for visitors. If you have a prayer request, please email it 
to Rev. Jason Grimes at jgrimes@ardmorepres.org or call 610-642-6650x100. 

 
A recording or live streaming of Sunday’s service will be posted online at 

www.ardmorepres.org and on our YouTube page. 
 

Please spread the word to those who are interested in viewing our virtual worship. 

             SESSION 
 

In the tradition of the Presbyterian Church USA, our church is governed by a group 
of elders called the Session. Elders are elected by the congregation, and serve for 
specific terms of service. Together with our pastor, elders are called to exercise 
leadership,  government, spiritual discernment, and discipline, and have 
responsibilities for the life of the congregation, as well as the whole church.  

Class of 2022 
Dick Corl 
Barry Jeffries 
Jeff Michaelson 
Ben Yurchak 

 

Class of 2023 
Jody Brumbach 

Elaine Giese 
Donald Poorman, 

Clerk of Session 
 

Class of 2024 
Chip Cobb, Jr. 
John DiNome 
Robie Lawlace 

Class of 2022 
Jessie DiNome, 
Moderator 
Maria Helena Fernandez 
Elizabeth Luff 
Katherine Anne Matt 

 

Class of 2023 
Kristy Cobb 

Graham Fuller 
Isla Grant 

Anne Toal McComiskie 
 

 

Class of 2024 
Dan Del Duca 

Carol Fritz 
Sarah Schreiner, 

Co-Moderator 

DIACONATE 

Likewise, our congregation elects members to serve on the diaconate. It is the duty of 
deacons, first of all, to minister to those who are in need, to the sick, to the friendless, 
and to any who may be in distress both within and beyond the community of faith. 
Our deacons visit with members, organize support for those in need, and lead us in 
celebrations. 

http://www.ardmorepres.org
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*Standing for those who are able.                                                                   People’s response in bold  type. 
 

GATHERING THE PEOPLE OF GOD 
 

  PRELUDE                Savior of the Nations, Come           Johann S. Bach (1750) 
 

The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

 
  LIFE AND WORK OF THE CHURCH                        Rev. Jason Grimes 
   
  OPENING PRAYER 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalm 122)          Robie Lawlace 

I was glad when they said to me, 
“Let us go to the house of the Lord!” 
Our feet are standing within your gates, O Jerusalem. Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: 
“Peace be within your walls, and security within your towers.” 
For the sake of my relatives and friends I will say, 
“Peace be within you.” 
For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, 
I will seek your good. 

 
*HYMN 10                 On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry        WINCHESTER NEW 
 
  LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH (Isaiah 65:17-18, 23-25)  Paige Yurchak 

For I am about to create new heavens 
    and a new earth; 
the former things shall not be remembered 
    or come to mind. 
 But be glad and rejoice forever 
    in what I am creating; 
for I am about to create Jerusalem as a joy, 
    and its people as a delight. 
 People shall not labor in vain, 
    or bear children for calamity;  
for they shall be offspring blessed by the LORD— 
    and their descendants as well. 
 Before they call I will answer, 
    while they are yet speaking I will hear. 
  

O
rder of Service 
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 The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, 
    the lion shall eat straw like the ox; 
    but the serpent—its food shall be dust! 
They shall not hurt or destroy 
    on all my holy mountain, 
says the LORD. 
 
Filled with Peace, we wait patiently. 
Come, Lord Jesus!  

 

  PRAYER FOR PEACE 
 

  CALL TO CONFESSION (Matthew 11) 
Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who labor and are heavily burdened, and I will give 
you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and lowly in 
heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is 
light. 
 

Let us ask God to forgive us.  
 

  PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Adapted from James G. Kirk) 
Loving and merciful God, we confess that we, too, make light of your invitation. 
We are reluctant to come when the feast is made ready. Our time is committed; 
business is pressing. We are afraid we will be with the wrong people. At times 
dissension hinders our response. We are not at peace with those likewise invited. 
We are in need of forgiveness to heal our divisions, and a measure of mercy to 
partake of your grace through Jesus Christ our Savior.  Amen.  

 

  ASSURANCE OF PARDON (Colossians 1) 
Hear these words from the Apostle Paul: “In Christ, all the fullness of God was 
pleased to dwell, and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, 
whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross.” 
Friends, we are forgiven!  

 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE (I Peter 3) 
“Let them turn away from evil and do good; let them seek peace and pursue it.” 
 

The peace of Christ be with you. 
Peace be with you. 
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*RESPONSE, Hymn 48, v. 2        Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming          ES IST EIN’ ROS’ 
 

THE WORD PROCLAIMED 
 

  UNISON PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
O Lord, your Word is a lamp to our feet and a light to our path. Give us grace to 
receive your truth in hope, peace, joy and love and then grant us strength to follow 
on the path before us; through Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

 

  FIRST READING, Isaiah 11:1-10 
A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 
    and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, 
    the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
    the spirit of counsel and might, 
    the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 
 

He shall not judge by what his eyes see 
    or decide by what his ears hear, 
but with righteousness he shall judge for the poor 
    and decide with equity for the oppressed of the earth; 
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
    and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist 
    and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 
 

The wolf shall live with the lamb; 
    the leopard shall lie down with the kid; 
the calf and the lion will feed together, 
    and a little child shall lead them. 
The cow and the bear shall graze; 
    their young shall lie down together; 
    and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 

Isaiah ’twas foretold it, 
The rose I have in mind, 
With Mary we behold it, 
The virgin mother kind. 

To show God’s love aright 
She bore for us a Savior, 
When half spent was the night. 
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   The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 
    and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 
They will not hurt or destroy 
    on all my holy mountain, 
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD 
    as the waters cover the sea. 
     On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall 
inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 
 

  SECOND READING, I Corinthians 11:27-34  
     Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the LORD in an unworthy 
manner will be answerable for the body and blood of the LORD. Examine yourselves, 
and only then eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For all who eat and drink 
without discerning the body eat and drink judgment against themselves. For this 
reason many of you are weak and ill, and some have died. But if we judged ourselves, 
we would not be judged. But when we are judged by the LORD, we are disciplined so 
that we may not be condemned along with the world. 
     So then, my brothers and sisters, when you come together to eat, wait for one 
another. If you are hungry, eat at home, so that when you come together, it will not 
be for your condemnation. About the other things I will give instructions when I 
come. 
 

  ANTHEM, Chancel Choir       Come, Thou Redeemer of the Earth      Arr. Willcocks (1970) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  

Come, thou Redeemer of the earth, 
And manifest thy virgin birth; 
Let every age adoring fall; 
Such birth befits the God of all. 
Begotten of no human will, 
But of the spirit, thou art still 
The Word of God in flesh arrayed, 
The promised fruit to man displayed. 
 

O equal to thy Father, thou! 
Gird on thy fleshly mantle now; 
The weakness of our mortal state 
With deathless might invigorate. 
All laud, eternal Son, to thee 
Whose advent sets thy people free, 
Whom with the Father we adore, 
And Holy Ghost for evermore. 
(St. Ambrose, 4th c., tr. Neale et. al.) 
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  THIRD READING, Matthew 3:1-12 
     In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” This is the one of whom the 
prophets Isaiah spoke when he said, 
          “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
          ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; 
               Make his paths straight.’” 
     Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his 
food was locusts and wild honey. Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region 
around the Jordan were going out to him, and they were baptized by him in the River 
Jordan, confessing their sins. 
     But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for his baptism, he 
said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 
Therefore, bear fruit worthy of repentance, and do not presume to say to yourselves, 
‘We have Abraham as our ancestor,’ for I tell you, God is able from these stones to 
raise up children to Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; there-
fore every tree that does not bear good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire. 
     “I baptize you with water for repentance, but the one who is coming after me is 
more powerful than I, and I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you 
with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his 
threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary, but the chaff he will burn 
with unquenchable fire.” 
 

This is the word of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

  SERMON            “The Road to Communion”                 Rev. Jason Grimes 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

*HYMN 5          Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence                            PICARDY 
 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (The Apostles’ Creed) 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus 
Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the 
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he 
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descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into 
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he 
shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy 
catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection 
of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.  

 
THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

 

  THE GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks in praise.  

 

. . . Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and  
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
forever.  Amen. 

 

  COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 
    

  PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
 

  PREPARING TO MAKE OUR OFFERING TO GOD (I Chronicles 29:14) 
Lord, who are we that we are able to give so generously? 
For all things come from you and what we now offer is already yours.  

 

  OFFERTORY, Quartet             Savior of the Nations, Come             Plainsong Melody 
        (For text, please see Hymn 14.) 
 

*RESPONSE, Hymn 23, v. 1   Angels We Have Heard on High       GLORIA 

 

Angels we have heard on high, 
Sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
And the mountains in reply 

Echoing their joyous strains. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo, 
Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
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This Sunday’s flowers are given to the glory of God, 

and in loving memory of my grandparents 
Maria S. and H. Graham Carson 
by Lynn Carson Hepp and family. 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION OF OUR GIFTS 
 
*HYMN 13                  Prepare the Way      BEREDEN VÄG FÖR HERRAN 
 
*BLESSING 
 
  POSTLUDE         Prepare the Way         Wilbur Held (1997) 

Poinsettia Dedications 
 

Please fill out a poinsettia card in your pew or 
contact the church office to dedicate a poinsettia 

($10 per plant) to a loved one or in 
commemoration of a special occasion. 

 

The deadline for submission is Monday, December 12. 

Communion 
 

We will celebrate the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper today.  
Let us be in prayer as we prepare to receive the Holy Spirit and be 
reminded of Jesus’s life, death, and resurrection. If you would like 
to eat bread and drink from the cup, but cannot be in our  
sanctuary, please contact the church office and we will arrange a 

time for you to receive the Sacrament. 
We want you to be in communion with us! 
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Chester County Choral Society Concert 
Carols and Lullabies 

Saturday, December 10 at 7:30 p.m. 
Church of the Good Samaritan, 212 W. Lancaster Ave., Paoli, PA 

 

Our Music Director Gary Garletts will lead this wonderful choir, accompanied by pi-
ano, harp, guitar, and marimba. Conrad Susa’s “Carols and Lullabies: Christmas in the 
Southwest” features lovely Spanish language carols and will be followed by a variety of 
Christmas and Hannukah pieces. The Chester County Choral Society is celebrating its 
50th Anniversary season! For tickets, see www.chescochoral.org. 

Advent Festivities at  
Ardmore Presbyterian Church 

 

Please keep these dates in mind for celebrating the  
Christmas season at APC.  

We hope you will join us for these special events! 
 

Sunday, December 11: Family Advent Celebration, 4-6 p.m. 
Sunday, December 18: Sunday Worship Featuring the 
Christmas Cantata and Children’s Nativity Tableau, 
10:30 a.m. 
Saturday, December 24: Christmas Eve Family Worship 
Service, 5 p.m. 
Lessons and Carols Service, 10 p.m. 
Sunday, December 25: Simple Christmas Morning Worship Service, 10:30 a.m. 

 

Advent Adult Small Group Series 
Continue the Conversation! 

Join our Sunday Morning Adult Small Group for an Advent dis-
cussion with Ben Yurchak that began this Sunday. 

Topics include: the divinity of Jesus, the reliability of the 
New Testament, and more!  

Adult Sunday School meets Sunday mornings at 9 a.m. in the Mill Creek Room. 
Questions? Contact Cathie Calkins at catherine.calkins@gmail.com. 
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This Week at APC 
 

Sunday, Dec. 4    9:00 a.m.  Adult Small Group (Mill Creek Room) 
      10:30 a.m.  Lord’s Day Worship, Third Sunday in Advent 

          In-Person & Livestreamed at ardmorepres.org/live 

      11:45 a.m.  Lemonade on the Lawn 

      11:45 a.m.  Youth Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room) 

 

Monday, Dec. 5    1:00 p.m.   Prayer Fellowship on Zoom 
        4:30 p.m.  Youth Ringers Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

        7:30 p.m.  Mission Awareness Committee Mtg. (Zoom) 

 

Tuesday, Dec. 6       7:00 p.m. Fellowship & Outreach Committee Mtg. (Zoom) 
        12:00 p.m. AGO Organ Recital feat. Gary Garletts (Sanctuary) 

          (All are welcome!) 

 

Wednesday, Dec. 7    5:00 p.m. Wednesday PLUS with  
          Children’s Choir (Choir Room) 

          Cherub Choir (Fellowship Hall) 

         6:00 p.m. Handbell Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

 

Thursday, Dec. 8    12:30 p.m. Bible Study (Mill Creek Room and Zoom) 
          7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal (Chapel) 

 

Sunday, Dec. 11      Third Sunday of Advent 
        9:00 a.m.  Adult Sunday School (Mill Creek Room) 

      10:30 a.m.  Lord’s Day Worship 

          In-Person & Livestreamed at ardmorepres.org/live 

      11:45 a.m.  Lemonade on the Lawn 

      11:45 a.m.  Youth Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room) 

        4:00 p.m.  Family Advent Celebration 

ardmorepres.org/live
ardmorepres.org/live
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CHURCH DIRECTORY 
Ministers: Entire Congregation 

Assisted by: 
Rev. Jason Grimes, Pastor, jgrimes@ardmorepres.org 

Gary Garletts, M.M., AAGO, Director of Music/Organist, ggarletts@ardmorepres.org (Ext. 102) 
Kaitlyn Waterson, soprano; Courtney Capriotti, mezzo-soprano; Jim Longacre, tenor; Tom Sitzler, baritone 

Rev. Graham Robinson, D.Min., Parish Associate, gjmtk5@gmail.com 
Michelle Butera, M.B.A., Director, Weekday Preschool, mbutera@ardmorepres.org (Ext. 103) 

Emily Polhamus, Church Administrator/Director of Communications, 
epolhamus@ardmorepres.org (Ext. 101) 

Irena Reynolds, M.A., Preschool Administrator, ireynolds@ardmorepres.org (Ext. 115) 
Scott Welden, M.B.A., Finance Manager, swelden@ardmorepres.org (Ext. 114) 

 

5 W. Montgomery Avenue, Ardmore, PA 19003-1599 
610.642.6650  |  www.ardmorepres.org 

Lift your prayers this week for: Children Suffering from Anxiety, 
Country of Ukraine, Dormond Family, Gun Violence, Tornado 
Victims, Mary Schreiber, Our Church Family, Simons Family, World 
Leaders & Health Care Workers. Prayers for those suffering from 
Covid-19 and long term effects. Ongoing Prayers for: Kate Brooks, 
Jessie DiNome, Rosemary Fisher, Sandy Foote, Holly Frank, Twila 
Garletts, Claire Hammonds, Julie Patterson, Chris Rowe, Mary 

Schreiber, Kathy Toal. Prayers for those grieving the loss of someone they love. 
Friends/Family: John Beerbower, Brooks Family, Drew Elliott, Ross Ellison, Fisher Family, 
Dr. David Githii, Paul Goetsch, Dilshani and Jason Grimes’ Mothers, Barbara Hayward, 
Howard and Bayless Family (Pearlie Diesinger’s Family), Light It Up Green for Pediatric 
Cancer Mary Scattergood, Schreiber Family, Toal Family. Prayer for those in care facilities. 
Prayer for those in the military. APC Mission Partners: APC Preschool, Ardmore Food 
Pantry, Caring Hands Ministry (in India), First Place, Gift of Life Home, Family Promise of 
the Main Line, Kuwadzana Presbyterian Church (in Zimbabwe), Maternity Care Coalition, 
Medical Benevolence Foundation, Pre-Med Hospice Ministry, Teachers’ Teammates, The 
Welcome Church, Welcoming the Stranger, and West Kensington Ministry. 

Online E-Giving — You may now give to APC at any time by going to the church’s 
website (www.ArdmorePres.org) and click on the green “GIVE NOW” button on 
the top right corner. Or, you may simply scan the QR code on the left here with 
your phone. Simply set up a new account and start e-giving today! 

http://www.ardmorepres.org

