
  

  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ARDMORE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Ardmore, PA 

Streamed Thanksgiving Eve Service 
7:30 p.m., Wednesday, November 25, 2020 



2 

  

THANKSGIVING EVE SERVICE 
 

Wednesday                                     November 25, 2020                                         7:30 P.M. 
 
PRELUDE                              We Plow the Fields and Scatter               Franklin D. Ashdown 
 
WELCOME        Thanksgiving Proclamation (Franklin D. Roosevelt, 1942) 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalm 67:4-6) 

Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, 
     for you judge the peoples with equity 
     and guide the nations upon earth. 
Let all the peoples praise you, O God; 
     let all the peoples praise you. 
The earth has brought forth its increase; 
    God, our God, has blessed us. 
Let all the peoples praise you, O God; 
     let all the peoples praise you. 

 
HYMN 559                                       We Gather Together                                      See page 7 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

Loving God, we gather tonight, rich in blessing, somehow believing that we merit 
the wealth and comforts we enjoy. Forgive us, our God, for comfortably closing our 
eyes to the faces of the poor that stare blankly in our direction. Lord, have mercy on 
us. With bellies full of grain and meat, we offer token gestures to the hungry in our 
world and we feel we have done enough. Forgive us, God, for keeping a distance 
between “us” and “them,” for closing our ears to the cries of the hungry. Christ, 
have mercy on us. With hands tightly clasping our treasures on earth, we cannot 
reach out to our oppressed brothers and sisters around this world. Forgive us for 
clinging to our own possessions rather than to you. Unite us with hearts of 
thanksgiving, that we may work to ensure freedom and justice for all. Lord, have 
mercy on us. 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
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RESPONSE 

THE WORD PROCLAIMED 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING, Psalm 67 
May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face to shine upon us, that your 
way may be known upon earth, your saving power among all nations. Let the peoples 
praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you. Let the nations be glad and sing for 
joy, for you judge the peoples with equity and guide the nations upon earth. Let the 
peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you. The earth has yielded its 
increase; God, our God, has blessed us. May God continue to bless us; let all the ends 
of the earth revere him. 
 

This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 

 

ANTHEM, Duet                            Sing a Song of Thanks              A. Vivaldi, arr. H. Hopson 
Jim Longacre, Tenor; Tom Sitzler, Bass 

 

O praise the Lord, the God of all creation. 
Sing a song of thanks. 

Sing a song of joyful praise. 
 

NEW TESTAMENT READING, Matthew 6:25-33 
“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will 
drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body 
more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into 
barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? And 
can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your span of life? And why do you worry 
about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, 
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yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these. But if 
God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown 
into the oven, will he not much more clothe you—you of little faith? Therefore do 
not worry, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will we 
wear?’ For it is the Gentiles who strive for all these things; and indeed your heavenly 
Father knows that you need all these things. But strive first for the kingdom of God 
and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.” 

 

This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 

 

THANKSGIVING MESSAGE “Give Thanks to God”      Rev. Diane Jamison Fitch 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Apostles’ Creed) 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus 
Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the 
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he 
descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into 
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he 
shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy 
catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection 
of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

HYMN                                          Let All things Now Living                                  See page 8 
 

THANKSGIVING LITANY 
—from the Book of Common Worship, 1993 

 

Give thanks to the Lord who is good. 
God’s love is everlasting. 
Come, let us praise God joyfully. 
Let us come to God with thanksgiving. 
 

For the good world; 
for things great and small, 
beautiful and awesome; 
for seen and unseen splendors; 
Thank you, God. 



5 

 

For human life; 
for talking and moving and thinking together; 
for common hopes and hardships shared from birth until our dying; 
Thank you, God. 
 

For work to do and strength to work; 
for the comradeship of labor; 
for exchanges of good humor and encouragement; 
Thank you, God. 
 

For marriage; 
for the mystery and joy of flesh made one; 
for mutual forgiveness and burdens shared; 
for confidences kept in love; 
Thank you, God. 
 

For family; 
for living together and eating together; 
for family amusements and family pleasures; 
Thank you, God. 
 

For children; 
for their energy and curiosity; 
for their brave play and startling frankness; 
for their sudden sympathies; 
Thank you, God. 
 

For the young; 
for their high hopes; 
for their irreverence toward worn-out values; 
for their search for freedom; 
for their solemn vows; 
Thank you, God. 
 

For growing up and growing old; 
for wisdom deepened by experience; 
for rest in leisure; 
and for time made precious by its passing; 
Thank you, God. 
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For your help in times of doubt and sorrow; 
for healing our diseases; 
for preserving us in temptation and danger; 
Thank you, God. 
 
For the church into which we have been called; 
for the good news we receive by Word and Sacrament; 
for our life together in the Lord; 
We praise you, God. 
 
For your Holy Spirit, 
who guides our steps and brings us gifts of faith and love; 
who prays in us and prompts our grateful worship; 
We praise you, God. 
 
Above all, O God, for your Son Jesus Christ, 
who lived and died and lives again for our salvation; 
for our hope in him; 
and for the joy of serving him; 
We thank and praise you, Eternal God, 
for your everlasting love.  Amen.  
 

OUR LORD’S PRAYER (in unison) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

HYMN                                        Now Thank We All Our God                            See page 10 
 

GOING FORTH TO SERVE 
 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE                               Now Thank We All Our God        Sigfrid Karg-Elert 
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Please contact the church office to dedicate a poinsettia plant 

to a loved one or in commemoration of a special occasion. 

Deadline for submission is December 6. 

ALTERNATIVE GIFTS 
To dedicate Alternative Gifts, please see the description and form on the APC website 

HERE 

 

ADVENT PLANS 
 

 APC does not want Advent activities to pass us by 
due to Covid-19. Traditionally, during Advent and 
Christmas most of our activities have required close 
quarters; therefore, an alternative activity has been 
planned. This year the fence will be garlanded with pine 
ropes and bows. We are inviting families and individuals 
to add their touches in proclaiming the Good News of 

the birth of Jesus to the community. 

 We hope you will be willing to create word images to be placed along the fence. 
We will provide all supplies to draw, saw and paint words on 1/4 inch plywood. Safe, 
manual scroll saws (with a saw use video) created by Sherina Poorman will be provided 
with directions, ideas, wood and paint to create words such as JOY, HOPE, LOVE, 
PEACE, NOEL, etc. They should be completed by December 13 for our socially 
distanced Advent festivities when they can be ceremoniously attached to the fence 
among the greens. 

 Please contact Sherina Poorman or Anne Foote to reserve your words. Supplies 
can be picked up at the church or delivered if you prefer. We anticipate that these 
individually created words will show the living Christmas spirit abides at APC and the 
Pandemic will not impede our joy. 

https://ardmorepres.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Alternative-Gift-Pamphlet-2020-for-website-with-fillable-form.pdf
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CHURCH DIRECTORY 
Ministers: Entire Congregation 

Assisted by: 

Rev. Diane Jamison Fitch, M.Div., Transitional Pastor, dfitch@ardmorepres.org 

Gary Garletts, M.M., AAGO, Director of Music/Organist, ggarletts@ardmorepres.org 
Kaitlyn Waterson, soprano; Courtney Capriotti, mezzo-soprano; Jim Longacre, tenor; Tom Sitzler, 

baritone 
Rev. Graham Robinson, D.Min., Parish Associate, gjmtk5@gmail.com 

Michelle Butera, M.B.A., Director, Weekday Preschool, mbutera@ardmorepres.org 
Raelyn Harman, M.S.W., Church Administrator, rharman@ardmorepres.org 

Irena Reynolds, M.A., Preschool Administrator, ireynolds@ardmorepres.org 

Scott Welden, M.B.A., Finance Manager, swelden@ardmorepres.org 
Bob Peters, A.S., Building Manager, bpeters@ardmorepres.org 

Eliza Brooks, O.T.D., Youth Ministry Coordinator, ebrooks35@gmail.com 
 

5 W. Montgomery Avenue, Ardmore, PA 19003-1599 

admin@ardmorepres.org   l   610.642.6650   l   www.ardmorepres.org 

mailto:admin@ardmorepres.org
http://www.ardmorepres.org

