
Ardmore Presbyterian Church 

 The APC Corner-stone 
“We are members of the household of God, built upon the foundation of the apostles and  

prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone.” (Ephesians 2:19b-20) 

May 28, 2010 

Wild About Harry 
1 Corinthians 16:13-14 

Plans are well underway for the Ardmore Presbyterian Church’s 2010 Vacation Bible School.  The 
games, the crafts, the stories and the music have been a wonderful tradition at our congregation.  
Both volunteers and the children have great fun.  For a few hours each day, the participants escape 
into the world of imagination.  They might step into a wild West town, a space station, or a medieval 
castle, but the setting never detracts from the important lessons about the good news of Jesus 
Christ. 

If you haven’t heard by now, this year we will be exploring our faith using the stories of Harry Potter 
by J.K. Rowling.  Recreating a school for wizards in our Fellowship Hall might seem a strange way for 
the church to teach about the faith.  When the books first arrived on the scene, some Christian 
groups condemned the stories as invitations to the real world of the occult and witchcraft.  Since 
then, positive reviews of the books and movies have shown up in Christianity Today.  Other authors 
such as John Granger have explored the Christian themes and symbolism found in the tales of Harry.  
Rowling, herself, has acknowledged that her own Christian faith has influenced the writing of the 
books. 

We do need to acknowledge that magic is condemned in the Scriptures, and it is true that the occult 
seduces many into a spiritual bondage.  However, the magic of Harry Potter is instrumental, not su-
pernatural.  Harry Potter does not call down spiritual forces.  Instead, his magic is a tool or an ability 
that works in his world like technology does in our own.  In that way, the magic of Harry Potter is 
similar to the force of Star Wars, the x-ray vision of Superman, or the magic of Cinderella’s fairy god-
mother. 

Rowling has created a world where choices have consequences.  The courage to stand with the right 
is honorable, and wickedness is condemned.  Love and friendship are celebrated, and the theme of 
resurrection echoes throughout the books.  G.K. Chesterton once praised fairy tales because they 
give children the idea that evil can be defeated.  He writes, “The baby has known the dragon inti-
mately ever since he had an imagination. What the fairy tale provides for him is a St. George to kill 
the dragon.”  Soon we realize that the fairy tale is reflecting the light rather than generating it, and 
we open ourselves to the true source of light. 

 Join us June 28 through July 2 for this year’s “A Journey in Faith with Harry Potter”.  More informa-

tion and registration is available on our website at www.ardmorepres.org. 

From Our Pastor James Hodsden 



Introducing Our Newest Members 

 
Anna Frick grew up at APC, attending  Sunday School and VBS.  She likes science at school and 
will continue in 9th grade at the Agnes Irwin School.  Anna plays soccer most of the year and 
also softball and basketball.  She is also a Girl Scout.  She particularly enjoyed the mission ac-
tivities at Broad Street Ministries and looks forward to more mission involvement. 
 
Nicolas Harris has been coming to Sunday School since 4th grade.  He favors science academi-
cally and will continue 9th grade at Friends Central.  He plays baseball and soccer and in the 8th 
grade Showcase he will be playing the part of Sky Masterson in Guys and Dolls.  He likes to be 
with friends and his dog.  He also enjoys reading, TV and video games. He has really enjoyed 
the past two summers at Camp Deerwood in New Hampshire.  He feels strongly that he will 
try to go to church every Sunday and would like to do mission activities. 
 
Lizzie Potter has been at APC since birth and attended the Weekday Preschool.  She has been 
actively involved in Sunday School, Wednesday PLUS, VBS, Youth Group and Choir.  She par-
ticularly likes math, plays soccer and runs track (400 meter).  She is presently at Bala-Cynwyd 
Middle School and will be going on to Lower Merion High School.  Lizzie especially likes out-
door activities – walking, sitting and soaking up nature.  She likes the people at APC and has 
made good friends. 
 
Charlie Rowe grew up at APC since birth and has been very involved in the opportunities pro-
vided.  He attended Sunday School, Wednesday PLUS, VBS, Youth Group and Choir.  He enjoys 
math in school, is now at Welsh Valley Middle School and will move on to Harriton High 
School.  Charlie plays French horn in the band and orchestra and really loves tennis and base-
ball.  He looks forward to world travel someday.  He enjoyed his mission experience at Broad 
Street Ministries, thinks APC is a friendly church and enjoys his friendships here. 

(Continued on next page) 

Building a Community:  The Other Carpenter (TOC) 
 

Help elderly and low-income homeowners with maintenance and improvement of their homes.  A 
group from APC is scheduled to work with The Other Carpenter on Saturday, June 12, 2010.    
 
Please RSVP by Thursday, June 3, 2010, to Laura Goetsch by email (LA.Goetsch@verizon.net), 
phone (610-667-4214), or in person.  You may also contact the church office to RSVP (610-642-
6650).  On the morning of Saturday, June 12, those participating in this event will meet in the church 
parking lot behind the Parish House at 8:20am for a 5-minute orientation before heading to the TOC 
office.  For more details, see the church newsletter in January or contact Laura.   

mailto:LA.Goetsch@verizon.net


Introducing Our Newest Members, cont. 

 
Lilly Young is happy to have grown up at APC.  She attended the Weekday Preschool, Sunday 
School, Wednesday PLUS, VBS, Youth Group, Choir and was in the recent musical.  Lilly is pres-
ently at Welsh Valley Middle School and will be moving on to Harriton High School.  She plays 
soccer and basketball.  Lilly enjoys being with friends and listening to music.  She was glad to 
help in the mission trip to Broad Street Ministries.  Lilly thinks APC is pretty and friendly. 
 
Mats Terwiesch arrived at APC at the age of two and has been active ever since in many ac-
tivities.  He attended the Weekday Preschool, Sunday School, Wednesday PLUS, VBS and 
Youth Choir.  He likes history in school, is on the tennis team, and in the Chorus and Advanced 
Choir.  He is presently at Bala-Cynwyd Middle School and will be attending Harriton next year.  
Mats loves tennis, watching soccer, reading, outdoor activities and hanging out with friends.  
Mats also enjoys his summers in France and Germany and speaks fluent German and French. 
He found his mission trip to Broad Street Ministries very interesting and hopes to go on future 
mission events.  Mats thinks APC has a great music program and building. He also liked 
Wednesday PLUS, singing in the choir and pot luck lunches. 
 
Nathan Frank grew up at APC beginning in the Weekday Preschool.  He has attended Sunday 
School, VBS and particularly enjoyed Wednesday PLUS.  He likes math in school. Nate played 
oboe in the school band, sings in the school choir and is on the soccer team at Haverford Mid-
dle School.  Nate also loves playing tennis and is a Life Scout on his way to being an Eagle 
Scout.  He will be attending Haverford High School in September. Nate enjoyed Confirmation 
Class and getting to know Pastor James.  Nate also likes the friendly atmosphere at APC and 
looks forward to being further involved in mission projects. 

[ƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀƘŜŀŘ ǘƻ CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅΦ Φ Φ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ŀ IȅƎƛŜƴŜ Yƛǘόǎύ  

The Mother’s Day alternative gift cards were a big success bringing in about $600 to be put toward 
making Baby Kits.  We thank all those in the church family who purchased cards.  Feedback on how 
mother’s responded would be neat to have.  Responses can be shared with any Mission Awareness 
Committee member. 

Because of your encouragement, the Mission Awareness Committee is going to provide Father’s Day 
alternative gift cards and put the proceeds toward making hygiene kits. 

Father’s Day cards will be available beginning Sunday, May 30th in the narthex (or you can stop by 
the church office beginning Tuesday, June 1st.)  Cards will sell for $15 (the approximate cost of one 
kit).  These cards can then be given to your loved ones saying that in their honor a Hygiene Kit(s) has 
been sent through Church World Service to families in Haiti.  Receiving a Hygiene Kit when you have 
nothing brings with it the knowledge that you have not been forgotten – that God and His people 
are at work behind the scenes. 



APC Food Cupboard 

More people are finding themselves in a place where they need assistance to make ends 
meet.  The Food Cupboard is one way in which we can all help in a practical way.  All canned 
goods are welcomed, please leave items in the narthex on Sundays or in the church office.   

Especially needed supplies are: spaghetti, tuna (in water), canned vegetables: corn, peas, 
string beans, canned fruit: peaches & pears.  Paper bags with handles are also needed.  
Thank you for your vital part in this ministry to our community! 

 

Reserved Parish House  parking spots  

APC again has folks living in the Parish House so you’ll notice the welcoming lights as you 
drive by at night.  Please remember that there are two marked spots reserved for resident 

parking that we need to leave open at all times for the use of the residents.   

With thanks,  

The Building & Grounds Committee 

 

General Fund January ς April 
2010 Actual 

January ςApril  
2010 Budget 

Comparing  

Actual to Budget 

Annual Budget 

Total Receipts $194,606 $180,852 107.6 $710,089 

Total Expenses $252,829 $257,782 98.1% $759,580 

Financial Safeguards at APC 

 It is helpful to know that APC has for years maintained financial procedures that are in-
tended to keep the monies you donate safe from theft and loss.  At least two people count 
the offering each Sunday and cross-check each other’s work.  The Financial Office on the 
ground floor has its own lock, and the pastor cannot access it.   Financial records in the office 
are maintained on a password-protected computer.  The pastor, church treasurer, and finan-
cial secretary do not have signature authority on the church’s bank accounts.  A church mem-
ber who has no other role in the church’s finances signs all checks.  The pastor, church treas-
urer, and financial secretary have no authority to sign contracts; only two designated elders 
can do so.  All contracts involving an expenditure of over $5,000 must be approved by the 
Session.  As required by the Book of Order, financial records are reviewed each year and an 
accountant’s review report is submitted to the Session.  The church has always maintained 
fidelity, forgery, and crime coverage as part of its insurance. 

Bob Hoelscher, Church Solicitor and former Treasurer 

Monthly Financial Review 



Lost & Found 
Items that need to find their way back home will be on a table in the 
Mill Creek Room on Sundays, May 30 and June 6.  If you are missing 
plates or plastic containers please look and see if yours are 
there.  Also on display will be items from our lost and found.   

²ƘŀǘΩǎ IŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²ŜŜƪŘŀȅ tǊŜǎŎƘƻƻƭΚ 
 

Take a look at the “Gallery” under the Preschool Link on our APC website – www.ardmorepres.org.   
These pictures show happy children enjoying a wide variety of activities. 
 

Family Fun Day, our annual fund-raising event, was a giant success. Games, prizes, face painting, 
food, entertainment for children and a silent auction for adults raised over $6,000 to be used for 
new preschool equipment – i.e. recent Rainbow Room improvements, a new merry-go-round on the 
playground and special programs.  Our parents are amazing, creative and supportive (see Gallery). 
 

Preschoolers hopped in a Hop-A-Thon for Muscular Dystrophy.  Lessons on differences, disabilities 
and judging by people’s appearances were incorporated.  We raised $800 for MDA (see Gallery). 
 

The 3 and 5 day classes traveled to Rolling Hill Park for a River Ramble, which included wading in Mill 
Creek exploring stream life.  This nature walk is presented by the education staff of Lower Merion 
Conservancy (see Gallery). 
 

Safari Parties, a live animal presentation enthralled the 3 and 5 day children as they saw at close 
range 15-29 different animals – reptiles, birds, amphibians and mammals.  They gently petted most 
of the animals and the brave ones wore a live python (see Gallery). 
 

We followed the complete life-cycle of the butterfly and released them on the church lawn (see  
Gallery). 
 

A program on Burn Prevention and Safety was presented by the Burn Foundation of Philadelphia. 
 

An appreciation All-School Picnic was held at South Ardmore Park.  Teachers and parents were ac-
knowledged and honored in a fun community event. 
 

See you in September, 

Anne Foote 

Farewell Reception 

Dorothy Sargent is moving to Virginia 
Please join us for a reception in her 

honor  Saturday, June 12, 2010   
from 1 to 4 pm  at the Radnor Hotel,  

591 E. Lancaster Avenue,  
St. Davids, PA 19087 

No presents, please, but notes and  
cards are most welcome 

RSVP by May 28 to  
Carolyn.lincoln@verizon.net  

or 301-816-9456 

Fellowship for Young Adults Wednesday, June 2nd 7:30 pm 
 

A coffee & dessert event will take place at the Cobb residence  
(65 Woodcroft Rd, Havertown).  Any Young Families with kids up 

through 6th grade, and any young adults are welcome to come find 
out more about the fellowship group we are trying to start.   

(Adults only, please). 

http://www.ardmorepres.org/
mailto:Carolyn.lincoln@verizon.net


 

The Barry School in West Philadelphia is planning to start a roof top garden as 
an educational project for the students.  (The APC Build-it-Bus travels to the Barry 
School once per week to work with students).  They are looking for donations of 

large outdoor planters  and watering cans.  If you have these items to donate, 
please bring them to the Church Office. 

Partnering in Healing Ministries Around the World. . . Medical Benevolence Foundation 

The Medical Benevolence Foundation (MBF) proclaims and demonstrates the gospel of Jesus Christ 
by encouraging and supporting the healing ministries of our international church partners.  Founded 
in 1963, Medical Benevolence Foundation is a validated mission support group of the Presbyterian 
Church (USA). 

Medical Benevolence Foundation 

¶ Supports long-term PC(USA) health-related mission workers. 

¶ Raises financial support for partner churches/health-related ministries. 

¶ Obtains and administers government grants for hospital and nursing school construction and 
renovation. 

¶ Ships medical supplies and equipment to overseas partner institutions. 

¶ Facilitates short-term mission service opportunities. 

¶ Provides resources, news and mission education to churches and individuals to develop and 
strengthen mission partnerships. 

¶ Provides accountability for funds received as well as for funds disbursed to partners. 

Because MBF has long-term relationships in place, they are able to jump right in during times of cri-
sis.  For instance, they are currently actively involved in Haiti in the Léogâne area where they have 
an established hospital and nursing school.  Barry Almy, Director of Development for MBF, recently 
spoke to our mission committee and shared that immediately after the earthquake the director of 
nursing  at Leogane Nursing School sent teams of students out to give medical aid in whatever ways 
they could – as you can imagine, they were suddenly called on to use their skills in very advanced 
ways.  God used them as a blessing! 

After Dad Poorman went to be with the Lord, we contacted MBF and found they could use much of 
his medical equipment (instruments, examining tables, etc.).  These were shipped to Hungary for use 
in a medical facility there.  How wonderful that these items could be used in restoring health and 
wholeness in Christ’s name.  This, as you see above, is only one small portion of the work that MBF 
facilitates. 

If you’d like to learn more, speak with one of our Mission Awareness Committee members or visit 
MBF online at www.MBFoundation.org.  Please hold MBF in your prayers as they bring Christ’s pres-
ence and hope. 

Joanne Poorman for Mission Awareness Committee 

http://www.mbfoundation.org/


ARDMORE POST SCRIPTS  

LORD, LISTEN TO YOUR CHILDREN PRAYING FOR. . . 
 

CƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ ǊƛŎƘŜǎǘ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎǎ ƻƴ .Ŝƴ ŀƴŘ !ƳŀƴŘŀ {ŎƘǊŜƛƴŜǊ following their  
marriage on Saturday, May 22, 2010. 
 

Jeanne Fries who has a compression fracture of her spine. 
 

Mary Schreiber who continues in Bryn Mawr Hospital.  Prayers that her 
hemoglobin count will reach normal levels. 
 

For comfort following the death of a loved one: Sarah, Catherine and 
Ben Schreiner following the death of Morgan Schreiner. 
 

Ongoing prayers for: Alan Ball, Rose Ball, Tom Birdsall, Jane Duke, Sandy 
Foote, Art Fries, Twila Garletts, Dollie Graham, Joan Jones, Shirley Jones, 
Mary Kozak, Ann Leas, Martha McLean, Ralph & Marion Miller, Ray Os-
borne, Julia Park, Bill Robinson, A.J., Katie, Melissa and Peter Schreiber, 
Kingsley Weston and others who struggle daily due to health and aging 
issues. 
 

Those in the church family who are seeking employment.   

Those on active duty in the military:  Serving in Afghanistan - Lance 
Levesque, Timmy McGrouty, Ben Lee; Serving in Iraq – Theodore 
Gebhardtsbauer, Kalle Blindenbacher;  Serving in Okinawa—Ryan Sutton 

APC Birthdays 

June 3 Barb Wood 

 AJ Schreiber 
June 5 Schaunel Steinnagel 

June 6 Betsy Oakes 

 Jeff Spoelker 

 Remy Karson 
June 7 Julia Spoelker 

June 8 Holly Vicki 

 Yao Sedzro 

June 9 Walter Haenn 

June 10 Kurt Josef 
 Gaby Bailey 

 Hailey Leiper 

June 11 Vivian Morse 

June 12 Fred Larson 
June 13 Helen McNeill 

 Jane Gulick 

 Catherine Schreiner 

June 14 Adrienne Stark 

 Charlie Frick 
June 16 Dana Stewart 

 Tish Loney 

June 18  

         Mark Steinnagel-Taylor 

June 19 Christopher Boyle 
 Gary Herrmann 

 Meghan Houder 

June 20 Mary Blair 

 Anthony Taverno 
June 21 Mary Ellison 

 Sally Moore 

 Boyd Clarke 

 James Shaver 

June 22 Bob Till 
June 23 Carol Shih 

June 24 Gary Lovett 

 Cynthia Harris 

June 26 Nancy Harrison 
June 27 Shirley Jones 

 Rosemary Fischer  

June 28 Nancy Davy 

June 29 Charlie Herrmann 

 May Buchanan 
June 30 Ralph Miller 

With heartfelt thanks!. . . a note from Joanne Poorman 

I want you all to know that I feel very loved and appreciated!!! 

Thank you all for the recognition in worship, including the delightful handbell 
anthem “I’ve Got the Joy,” (a tune which I often hum around the building and 
obviously Gary had noticed that) and a prayer that brought me to tears. 

The reception was so beautifully done and I heard someone ask who the      
caterer was (so hats off to the Fellowship and Outreach Committee and each 
of you who prepared goodies.)  There was so much variety in the food items 
and the cake, made by Josephine Sedzro, was both beautiful and delicious.  
“We love you, Joanne” was all that needed to be said.  Also, I was able to take 
the flowers home and they lasted the whole week so that was an extra bonus. 

James presented me with a monetary gift from all of you and it was very     
generous.  I can’t say in words how much this will help Sturge and me during 
this transition time.  I feel humbled by your thoughtfulness.  Also, I cherished 
the cards, notes and gifts that I received on Sunday plus all those I have re-
ceived since it was announced that I was retiring. 

As I hope you know, I have loved my years working at APC.  Now I am grateful 
to be a volunteer and to be able to come here and nestle in the Heritage Room 
and do whatever I can to lighten other people’s work loads.  There is a new 
freedom and…lots less stress.  My neck has been feeling quite good and I 
thank you for your prayers over all these months.  Your continuing love is the 
best gift of all!!!!! 



 

ARDMORE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

 

5 West Montgomery Avenue 

Ardmore, Pennsylvania 19003-1599 

Phone:  610-642-6650 

Email: admin@ardmorepres.org 

www.ardmorepres.org 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

A R D M O R E    P R E S B Y T E R I A N    C H U R C H 

James Hodsden, M.Div., Pastor 

Nan Clarke, M.Div., Associate Pastor 

Sturgis Poorman, M.Div., Parish Associate 

Gary Garletts, M.M., AAGO, Director of Music/Organist 

Kristen Thomas Clarke, Director of Christian Education and Nursery Coordinator 

Anne Foote, Director of Weekday Preschool 

Pearlie Diesinger, Preschool Administrator/Church Secretary 

Suzanne Scarborough, Church Administrator 

Don Tokash, Finance; Jim Moore, Custodian 

 email addresses: 

James Hodsden - pastor@ardmorepres.org 

Nan Clarke - assocpastor@ardmorepres.org 

Sturgis Poorman - sspjrp@yahoo.com 

Gary Garletts ð music@ardmorepres.org 

Kristen Thomas Clarke ð christianed@ardmorepres.org 

Anne Foote & Pearlie Diesinger ð preschool@ardmorepres.org 

Suzanne Scarborough - admin@ardmorepres.org 

Don Tokash ð finance@ardmorepres.org 

Celebrating Our 103rd Year of 

Service to the Lord Jesus Christ 

 

 

 

 

 

                                         


